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U 13 MDEX F4 EL F' O F: T NEK PRODUCTS 


By Br i an Ehassen 

Khy is the newsletter so late in arriving? Kell, to take 
a short story long, I called up Dill and said, 'Khy not delay 
the newsletter until I return fro* COHDEl so I can write a 
colum on it?'. Since we both were very pressed for tits at 
that aoeent, he said, "Hey, that’s a great ideal*. So, now 
, that you know that euch of the story, now to the uportant 
i stuff. ..the COMDEX report! 

Atari did what it does best when necessary in showing up 
the coaeetition. Atari was the only 1 of the Big 3 hoae 

'outer cospames to oe in the aain East hall. What s the 

,t hall you ask? It's where all the big boys like to show 

off. 16n, Motorola, AST, ATliT, lerox, Kang, Epson, etc. 
There were lots of Atari personnel and certain naaes stand out 
in the crowd, (ie| Saw Trawiel, Sarry Traiiel, Sig Martian, 
and fleil Harris. Atari did what did last year by inviting 

certain companies to show their products in the Atari area. 
Soie of the vendors in the Atari area were Hybrid Arts which 
showed their Hybrid Expander and Harioeic Specrrut flatter 
with "Fourier Analysis’. Khat this weans is still out in 
cowwittee' Antic was there showing their new CAD-3D 2.0 Cyber 
Studio pragma. It is capable of soae real nice 3D aniaation. 
hichtron was also there with AasterCAD, an advanced CAD 
package for the ST. Microsoft Ante was running and it seeied 
to be working okay. You say it should be Herd and not Jfrite? 
Kell, Krite is (ford. In fact, Krite is a port-over of Herd 
1.05 for the Macintosh, This version has been wodifitd to 
allow it wore flexibility then the Macintosh version. A new 
ST cowpany called F oresight Resources Sroupl had a real nice 
CAD pregrai called drafix i, This pfograw is for the 
individual who wants PERFECT plottings for serious work. 

The ST was not just liwited to the Atari booth at COMDEX . 
They were all over the place but wore noticeable at Hichtrons 
booth also in the East hall. They have just released a new 
version of Airball called AirbalT Constructs Set. In the 
entire COMDEX area I could not find a single 9-bit product, 
Iware or software! 
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Probably the west aaazing new product at the Atari booth 
was the ABA9 eachine. Khat does the ABAS stand for? If you 
find out, please let we know! As to what it is, well, it 
seees to be a parallel processor eachine which they call the 
'Transputer'. Fully loaded (with 3 other 'transputer* boards) 
it loves at 130 MIPS with 20 Megaflops! Atari says it has 4 
graphics lodes: Mode 0 is 1280x960 with 16 colors out of 4096 
lyes, those are the nuibers and not a n sprint 1 ). Mode l has 
1024x769 with 256 colors out of 16 ullion. Mode 2 has two 
screens, each at 640x490 with 265 colors out of 16 willign. 
Node 3 is 512<490 with Is ullisn colors out of Is nihon’ 
It should be available in the second quarter of 1965 but then 
again, this is Atari and it could be 1999 or i 990' Its price 
is currently at 15000 with lonitor and it currently needs a 
Mega or ST as its front end 170 eachine. They are planning on 
having it as a stand alone unit for only 13000 soon but 
without a lonitor. Monitors for this resolution can cost up 
to *1000 or lore. In essence, it will be 12 coeputers working 
on the saie prograi at the sate tue, working very fast. it 
runs the Parhelion operating systei which is basically UNU V 
and I aa told it has a *C coipiler all ready to run. 

Atari finally had a CD-ROM player there which has been 
dubbed the CDAR50Q which uses the standard 12c» disc. It can 
have 540 Kegs of read only data and Atari has allowed it to 
play audio. In effect, taking it a CD player. It works on 
the Mega and STs through the DMA port and will retail at *599. 

Atari also had their Laser Printer running at the show. 
It is called the SLM604 and looked very upressive. It uses 
software fonts and also uses the DMA port on the ST. There 
was no price available on this. 

As we all know. Atari is goinq ahead with the Atari PC. 
They had 4 eodels dubbed PCI, PC2, PC3, and PC4 but they 
dropped the PC3 *odel already. The PCI is an unexpanaacle *7 
with E3A capability, Ihe PC 2 is a PCI but with 5 slot tor 
expandability. The PC4 is an AT cotpatible with ESA and VGh 
graphics and has 5 expansion slots. Prices are said to be 
very low but were unavailable. 

Atari has allowed connectivity between the Mega, ST, and 
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continued from page 1 

PC systee; by using NETBIOS used by I BN and Novell. There tas 
no additional information available but it seen to be Atari; 
answer to a LAN, 

Atari also has a prograe called Oeskset which needs a 
Hega4 and SLM804 Laser Printer to work. It is a desktop 
typography systee which is a very full featured desktop 
publisher, 

Atari is alto releasing 2 hard disk syateas. A 20 and 40 
Meg drive called the MESA FILE 20 and MESA FILE 40 
respectively. These fit perfectly under the ttega coeputers 
and have an extra DMA port on thee for daisy chaining. 

Overall, it was a good show for Atari. Being in the big hall 
got thee plenty of exposure and hopefully, with the 
introduction of the ABAQ systee, they will be taken seriously 
in the business world. 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Full page 0.5" by ll"l *25.00 
Half page ' $15.00 
Quar ter page $8.00 
Business card size $5.00 


Six issues for the price of five. 


Send camera-ready copy with payment toi 
BILL LITTLE 
c/o S. B. A. C. E, 

P.G. Bax 83668 

Los Art q e i es , CH 90083 

Ph. (213) 217-0725 


BOLT'S ELECTRBHIC REPS1R SERVICE 


15737 LEMARSH STREET, SEPULVEDA, CA 91343 (818) 893-9664 


FACTORY AUTHORIZED SALES AND SERVICE FOR ATARI 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS AND DISK DRIVES: 

800 • 800 XL • 130-XF • 810 • 1050 • 850 • 


AND COMPLETE SALES AND SERVICE FOR 


ST 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


COnST RGB COLOR SYSTEM r A I I INCLUDES. DISK DRiVE— MONITOR— 

wMLL MOUSE-GEM/TOS Operating System (in 

1 040 ST RGB C0L0R SYSTEM Q/\LL R0M) - ST BASIC (Wilh 240 Pa 9 e 


. Manual) — 90 Day Warranty 
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Bureaucracy 
8y breg muss 

Infocoi, Inc,, the de facto leader in interactive fiction 
text adventures, has just released a new gate, called 
Bureaucracy, by the author of the best-selling 'Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Salaxy,' Douglas Adaas, 

Reportedly inspired by Mats own adventures trying to get 
frae his hoee in London to a job in Paris, Bureaucracy end 
your adventure begin the saee way. Unfortunately, (You could 
have guessed that his coeing) your credit cards have been 
aistakenly canceled, your niu bank has not received your 
change-of-address card yet, all the aail has been delivered to 
the wrong houses, and you live in an tapossiblely strange 
neighborhood. Obviously, the gaae s naaesake is out in force, 
doing everything in its forsi table power to sake your life 
difficult. This is Bureaucracy s success as well as its 
downfall. 

Though the gate is very, very funny, soee of its 
situations are tind-nuabingly frustrating - they eaulate a 
bureaucracy far too well. For instance, in a fast food 
restaurant you place an order (Oh! It sounds so siaple put 
like that) only to have the stores coaputer crash and loose 

what you had entered, tou aust place it again. Another 
situation, at the beginning of tne gale, requires you to enter 
information about yourself... Every tiae you boot up, again 
and again and again. Though these probleas can be taken care 
of by aaking a save of the gaae after you have passed the*, 
it’s stilt a bit annoying, and these are only two exaaples. 

The gaae itself is ‘looser 1 than other Infacoas, The 
author took quite a bit of liberty with the descriptions and 
situations of the gaae. At ore paint, you are standing on a 
porch. Bureaucracy describes it like thisi 'Helcoae to the 
parch. It is a parch. There is a screen door to the east and 
another door south. The over-all effect is very porchy.* 
Suite funny, but not quite the type of inforaation that you 
need to actually DO something on the porch, Hhat color is it? 
Is it old? New? Dirty? Any loose bricks around? There's a 
level of descriptiveness atssing in Bureaucracy that is in all 
of Infocoa's other gaaes. 

Hhere the gaae is good, though, it's great. The writing 
of Bureaucracy is excellent; this is Adais 1 strong suit. He 
is a professional huaor writer and at soae points in the gaae 
you will have to stop playing and wait a few ainutes before 
you settle down enough to aove on. 

Overall, Bureaucracy is a good gaae. Not great, but 
good. Perhaps aore of a ‘coaplete the set' work for Adaas or 
Infocoa fans than a hit. If you like either, you will 
p' ‘ ’bly enjoy Bureaucracy, but not as such as you will 
i ,t. If you put 'Hitchhikers* down half way through, or 
never finished fork, than this gaae isn't for you. 


Monthly leetmgs of 5.8.A.C.E. the Final Frontier tor 
Atari users, are held on the second luesday of eacn month, at 
/ s 30 PM, the aeeting location tss 

VFN Hall 

IB45 Loaita filvd 
Loaita, CA 90717 

Monthly ST tattings are held on the last nonday of the 
aonth, at 8t00 Pa. ihe aeeting location is: 

Lawndale Coaaunity Center 
15331 Prarie Ave. 

Lawndale CA. 


SBACE OFF ICERSi 
Board members: 


President 


539-3989 

Vice President 


945-2349 

Recording Secretary 

.. Orrin Walker 

591-9111 

Treasurer 


945-2349 

j Librarian IB-bit) .. 

. , Bob Lunker 

530-9071 

Newsletter Editor ,, 

... Bill Little 

217-0725 

Appointed positions: 
Corresponding Secretary. Dick fteaser 

e45-?Oo3 

Magazine Librarian . 


945-2349 

3T VP/Librarian .... 


542-7870 

Asst. Newsletter Editor. Brian Eliassen 

324-4757 

All telephone nuaoers above are in the 113 area code 



AVSTAtfENLy AS5ur£0 THAT HIS 
VIDEO QWZ SKILLS MAO 
PtoCTKAL APPLICATION.- 
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Let's sing a sang at not enough 
To keep trick ot lifi'i score 
I guess life's getting rougher 
To need 16 hits-ar lore. 

Fred end Me 
A 48K Fr i indsh i p (pirt 31 

by D.B. 

I 

It his Sunday eorning ind I Milked into Fred's rooe to 
siy hello to the aid 000. 1 hid forgotten and left Fred on 
all night. He looked i little bleary eyed. 

O.B.: Mbit’s the problea Fred? 

Fred) Are you bidding! Do you knew hoe uny loops I've done 
i since yesterday. Even t can't count that high, it lent 1 
don't think so. Naybe I'll keep track soaatiec and see. If 
you're going to do that again I nish you would turn off Antic. 
It's a lot easier you know, if 1 don't have to keep track of 
the screen. Kind of a waste too, 1 never found a thing there 
but that READY thing. Mho s idea ms that anyway. There are 
tiles when l‘a not ready, you know, Every one wants a little 
tiae to theaselves now and then. 

D.B.! Bee, Fred, I thought you were always READY for ee. 

Fred: Oh, oh, 1 feel toeething in the air, I hope it's not 
asseably language. You always less ae up so when you try 
that. 

D.B, : No it's something in BASIC with soae eachine language 
routines thrown in for the hard part. 

Fredi ttachine language routines, where did you steal thee 
fro*? Have you been talking to Dan Pr ince or Hike Andruschak 
again? 1 think you’ve ripped of everything they have ever 
written with the asseifaler. 

D.B.i Com on, Fred, I didn’t rip the* off. Those guys are 

just nice enough to share, thats all. You know, like you and 
1 share, 

Fred: Sure you spend a few days on a prograa and then 1 ■ 

stuck with it fro* then on. You call that sharing? Anyway, 
what is it going to be? 

O.S.r Hell I have signed up for cable TV and they have all 

I these aovies without any coaaercials. 


-f o u i* - 
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Fredi Mhat a a coiaercial? 

D.B.t That's when soaeone tries to sell you soaething that 
you don't want or really need, 

Fred! Oh, ['a faailiar with that, you ari always doing that 
to ae. Typing in stuff that I don’t want or nead. Are those 
coaaercials? 

D.B.t No those are prograa stateaents. Everyone needs to 
■ake a stateaent now and then Fred, didn't you know that? 

Fred: Let s get on with the TV thing. Mhat do I have to do? 

D.B.: Hell, Fred, there are going to be a lot of eovies to 
keep track of, in fact, a few hundred. Think you can handle 

it? 

. Fredi How long ii each record going to ba? 

D.B.i Hell, I figure about 35 bytes long, Have to have rooe 
for the aovie naae and for a rating on each one. 

Fred: Meil that isn't any problea. i can handle 35 bytes and 
not even look up, 

D.B.i Uh, Fred, there are going to be a lot of records to 
keep track of, l aean a lot. 

Fred: Are you craiy how are you going to watch hundreds of 
aovies when you spend all your spare tiae with ae? 

D.B,! That s beside the point, Fred, are you up to the task? 

Fred: How eany? 

D.B.: 1 hate to tell you this Fred, but there are a few 
hundred of thee already. 

Fredi Already! Are you craiy? You eust have a chip loose 
soeewhere! 

D.B.i I know, Fred, that s a lot, but you know how we huaans 
are with hobbies. 

Fred: I should. 1 thought ay keys would never stop aching 
for the first year you had it, Poke, poke, poke, all day and 
half the night. 

D.B.t I was a little forward, 1 guess, but what about thi 
■ovie prograa? Can you handle it? 
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continued from page 4 

Fridt I cm spare you 20,000 bytes. How's that for 

calculating? 

D. 8.1 C don't know, Fred, 1 wai figuring on at least 800 
aoviet. That aeani I need 24 ,500 just to be able to sort the* 
in order, (that about it? 

Fred: Sure, I’ll turn loose of that eany if you want, Can 

you write a one line prograa to do all this? 

0 , 8,1 Very funny, Fred! 

Fred: Hell then, sighed Fred, you're talking to the wrong 
boy. 

O.B.t Listen, Fred, do you reaeeber your sister, sweet Ilene, 
i the IE? 

i 

Fred: Oh, you eean that cute thing in the other rooa. Sure I 
reaeeber her. Could 1 tell you soee stories of her eidnight 
antics. How! 

j.B, (Ignoring the snide remarks): You know Uene has this 
extended eeiory, an extra 64K that can be used as a RAHdtsk. 

Fred: You eean like Dolly Farton? 

0.5. : No, Fred, not laeeary, I said expanded eeiory 1 

Fredi Oh, I guess I don't know what a RANdisk is but it 

sounds like it would hurt. 

O.B.: No, it doesn't hurt, Fred, it's just a disk drive in 

teeory. 

Fred: You're not serious. You lean she doesn’t have to have 
all those wires going into her and listen to that infernal 
beeping all the tiae? 

0.8. : Nell, Fred, things do get better, you know. 

Fred: Oh, !’■ not too sure of that. You still cant do 

asseably language and look how long it s been. 

0 , 8 .: Well, Fred, here's »y plan. 1 thought if you would go 
along with ae 1 would write separate prograa aodules to do the 
different tasks required and just store thee in Here's 
YHdisk. 


0,8. : Coie on Fred, stop being cute, I want to write all 
the eodules on you and then have Ilene handle thee, • 

1 

Fred: Sood grief, I have to do all the work and Ilene gets ; 

watch all these eovies. What a world! Why couldn't I ha 
been a lain friet? Hey Ilene, la warning you, keep th 
volute down, and no bad language or nudity. And don’t forqe 
I like old classics. You know, Huaphrey Sogart, Clark Sab. e 
and all those great ones. Shine up ay screen-Lets go to thj 
■ovies. I 


MAGAZINE LIBRARY 

Analog — I 7 to 53 

Antic — June 82 to June 87 t 

Atari Explorer (C onnection ) -- Sumer 83 to Apr/hay si 

Byte -- Feb. 82 to Aug 8? 

Coepute — July 81, and Sen. S 2, to julv. 85 * 

Computer Fun — nor. and n^y 

Moaquter Sating World -- Vol 2 Id to Voi *5 * 

Coasters I Electronics -- hay 83 to >->s, 85 * 

C reativ e Coaputinq - Jun. 32 to July 81 « 

Faeily Coeputin q - Feb. and Mar . 84 
Hi-Res haqazine — Jan., Nar. and lay/June 84 
In foNor Id — Voluee 5, I 27 to Voluee 7, l 8 i 
In terface Age -- Dec. 32 
Page 6 — Issue 21 to 28 * 

Per sonal Computing — Qct* 32 to June 84 ♦ 

P opular Coepu tinq — Dec. Si to Oct. 84 

Softside — Oct. 31 to har. 84 t j 

ST Applications Mar 87 to July 97 

ST Business Sept/Oct ‘86 

ST Log (Analog) issue 10 to 12 

ST World voluee 11 NO. 3 i 4 

T oday the Videote xt Coeputer Magazjge — 6/83 to 8/84 

j * Soee issues are eissmg. 

It you want to borrow one of these magazines, call sie j 
send ee a post card and 1 will bring that issue to the ne ] 
SBACE meeting, ! ae going to try to bring soee of the »o 
recent issues to each meeting free now on, 

I 

Daniel Prince 

5200 Marathon 1207 T 

Los Angeles Ca. 90030 i 


Fred: Does your wife know about this? 
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PI u-Perfect 
(Letter Perfect and 1£D) 

by Rick Ti also Perfect* Reiser Jr 
October I9S7 

1 at currently a graduate student at the Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA, In one of ay courses 
called 'Nan-Hachine Interfaces, ' the class Mas asked to 
coipare full screen and line oriented text editors, The three 
paragraph comparison mss to be 'Nritten' with the Defense Data 
Netuork (DON) line editor used by the Naval Postgradute 
School's DDN host computer in Narine del Rey. Since 1 have an 
Atari computer and a modem, I me able to call up the host 
through a local lerainal Access Controller (TAG) and do my 
assignments at home without paying a toll charge, The 
foil wing paragraphs are the resulting comparison bitumen i 
line oriented and full screw editor, 

The full screw editor that I am tost faeiliar *ith is the 
one in Letter Perfect. Letter Perfect is a word processing 
progras for the Atari 800 hose coiputer. The Letter Perfect 
editor uses all the capabilities of the Atari 800 full screen 
editing architecture, ihe lain feature of the Letter Perfect 
full screen editor is that once you are in a file, you can 
move to any character or place in the file using the cursor 
control larroM) keys. You can also advance (or regress! 
through a file word by word, line by line, paragraph by 
paragraph, or page by page with a minimum of keystrokes, 
these capabilities make editing very fast since you can find 
things quickly in a file. Letter Perfect supports all the 
other standard text editing features like search and replace, 
block of text moves, copies, deletions, and so forth, The 
other really great feature in Letter Perfect is that you can 
quickly toggle betHeen ‘insert* mode and "type over’ mode. In 
many editors this is a difficult task. 

XED is a line oriented text editor used on the T0PS-20 
operating syitea for DEC aainfraae computers. To edit m 
portion of text, you must specify which line or lines you Mint 
to edit as compared to moving the cursor with the ‘mrroM* 
keys. XED supports bisicmlly the same word procming 
functions (text block copy, delete, and move) but does them in 
a slightly different fashion, Unlike Letter Perfect, there 
are three modes in XED. The ’text entry mode 1 is used to type 
in the bulk of the text. The 'command mode’ is used to move 
through the text document. Kith Letter Perfect, you are 
basically always in the ’text entry mode’ since the document 
you are editing always remains on the screen and accesiable 
with the cursor control keys, The third mode in XED called 
the ’change made’ and Like the ’text entry mode*, it is 


entered through the ’coaaand mode,’ Once you've entered your 
text using the 'text entry eode, 1 you eove through the text 
using the 'coeaand modi’ and edit it ueing the ’change eode.' 
There are several word processing features available directly 
in the 'coeeand eode' such as search and replace. XED is 
essentially a full featured word processor. 

Letter Perfect and XED basically have the same features 
and can do the saae things. It is auch eon natural, however, 
to eove through a docueent with a full screen editor than with 
a line editor, Mhen a person reviews and edits a typed page 
by hand, he scans the entire docueent with his eyes, auch the 
sate way you can with the cursor control keys in Letter 
Perfect. It is not natural to think of what line nueber an 
itei is on and then have your eves aove to that line. There 
are eany aore keyboard coeeands and modes to member in (ED 
than with Letttr Perfect, The 'change eode’ has many 
coHinds, while in Letter Perfect you basical ly type over 
southing or insert soeething after you eove to the location 
with the cursor control keys. XED does have two features that 
are outstanding however. First is the text buffer. Once you 
delete anything with Letter Perfect, it is gone forever, Nat 
so with lED. You can recall deletions (to a point! free the 
textbuffer. If you delete southing by eistake, you can 
mover. Other word processors for the Atari 800 (like the 
popular Atariwriter) have this feature, but not Letter 
Perfect. The eain strong point of XED is that it can be used 
on just about any coiputer. te using it on ey Atari 800 to 
do this article. I don't think there will ever coae a time 
when Letter Perfect will be running on the DEC. Not all 
computers support the complexities of full screen editing or 
use the saee cursor control protocols. So x£D is a 
wordprocessing system that anybody can access, even a *du»b’ 
teletype terminal. Other than that, XED can be very 
cuibersoae, since there are so many keyboard coaaands to 
reaeaber. I didn't read tha manual for Letter Perfect until 
long after I was already using the prograi. It was a 
different story with XED. 

Full screen and line editors each have their place in 
coiputer networks, If industry could get together, however, 
and define a universal full screen editing architecture, all 
of us except the teletype terainats could eventually do our 
text editing in a lore natural fashion. 

Any coiputer network that wants to bi able to support 
aultiple types of terainals is basically going to be forced to 
use a line editor. There are slot of teletype terainals out 
there still that cannot support cursor control coaaands. 
There are also several different full screen protocols out 
there that do not interoperate well. 


six 


Nov / Ocecr 1 <9B 7 


I Mould like to take this opportunity to uelcoae a new 
addition to the SBACE officers, Bob Lunker Mill be taking 
over as 8-bit Librarian. This cotes after Hike Andruschak 
resigned free this position due to a lack of free tut, Being 
newly tarried and having a baby born can sever ly cut into your 
free tiee as sate of you tay know, Me Nish Bob luck in this 
enonous task ahead of hie. 1 have heard that the library is 6 
aonthi behind! 


MEET INS (tlNUTES 
by Qrrin Walker 

The August eeeting of South Bay Atari Coaputer 
Enthusiasts Mas held on Tuesday the llth of August 1987 at the 
V.F.N. hall on Loiita Blvd in the city of Lotita. There were 
approx i lately 30 aetbert and guests in attendance. 

A Snip Meet session started off the evening and ran fro* 
about 7 r 00 P.H, until the beginning of the business eeeting. 
This util be a regular event as approved by the eeebership at 
the June aeeting. It sill provide a nans to re-cycli the 
ATARI equipeent to interested parties. Additional tiee for 
barter will also be available after the regular aeeting. BAINS 
rflUA (TODDIES' 

The aeeting aas called to order by President Eugene 
Bienko at 7; 30 P.N. and the officers reported as felloes: 

Librarian Nike Andruschak was not at the aeeting to 
report on the fl-bit Library, however Sene Bienko indicatid 
that there was no cable for the aonitor at Software Center, so 
a replacement will be purchased. 

Recording Secretary Qrrin Walker turned over the July 
report on disk to Gazette Editor Bill Little. 

ST Vice President Alan Haskell reported 41 Public Doiain 
Disks in the Library for the enjoyient of the ST Users, no 
change froa the July report. 

Treasurer’s report was postponed until September but 
approx i lately 11200,00 retains in the checking account and the 
disburseaents about equal the incoae. 

The Rueors and Randoa Access portions of the aeeting 
provided considerable interest and help. Itea: Double Disk 
Drive froe Atari} ltei:CD-R0N froa Apple; EteaiJ-4 Neg STs 
with different SEN. 

Robert Rendall demonstrated a new version of Monopoly m 
8 -Pit and he was followed by Greg Knauss with Upward, 
Cloudhopper, Trial by Fire, Rear door , Frog and Juxtaposition- 
All very upressive! Gene Bienko deaonstrated PhoneUst 
written by Dale Bryant and Jean Rowe. He also showed the start 
of Voiceaaster. 

Qrrin Walker deaonstrated a saapling of 1st Word and the 
way it is used to record the atnutes of these meetings. 

The aeeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 

Nost leaders had disbanded by 9 j 55 P.N. 



The Sec t ember aeeting of South Bay Atari Coaputer 
Enthusiasts was held on Tuesday the 14th of September 1987 at 
the VFH hall on Loiita Blvd in the city of Loaita. There were 
approximately 3b aeabers and guests in attendance. 

A Swap fleet session started off the evening and ran froa 
about 7:00 P.N. until the beginning of the business eeeting. 
This will be a regular event as approved by the eeebership at 
the June aeeting, [t will provide a leans to re-cycle the 
ATARI equipeent to interested parties, Additional tiee for 
barter will also be available after the regular meeting. BRINS 
rflOA fiUHD/ES'' 

The aeeting was called to order by President Eugene 
Bienko at 7i30 P.N. and the officers reported as follows: 

Librarian Nike Andruschak was not at the aeeting t 3 
report on the 8-bit Library, however Bene Bienko indicates 
that there were two working drives at Software Center, and all 
equipeent appeared to be working satisfactorily, 

Recording Secretary Qrrin Nalker turned over the August 
report on disk to Gazette Editor Bill Little. 

ST Vice President Alan Haskell reported 45 Public Detain 
Disks in the Library for the enjoyment of the SI Users. 

Disk Reasor reported receipt of a letter from Roland 
seeking pen-gals and software. Also aentioned were the 
FREEBIES froa Nic'otiaes, 

Brian Eliassen has offered to help out as Assistant 
Gazette Editor and his efforts will be appreciated. 

Treasurer s report was postponed until October but 
approximately 11200.00 retains in the checking account and the 
disburseaents about equal the incoae. 

The Ruaors and Randoa Access portions of the seeting 
provided considerable interest and help. Item: Word Perfect 
for the ST should be available at ATARI FAIRE about 500 
copies; Item: Harry Kotins announced that TAl ADVANTAGE ‘Early 
Bird" issue now on sale at 159,95 with update for SIS. 95 ready 
in Oeceaber (User Group discounted to 435.951. 

8 - 01 t Deaos for the evening: Brian Eltassen had three 
Graphics deaos. Gene Bienko showed a Directory Lister, 

16-Bit Deads included Chessaaster froa Sene Bienko; 
Fonts and Borders by Alan Haskell, Start Scientific Calculator 
by Jerry Bransford, a Slide Show by Alan Haskell and an 
iapressive hardware deao of the 5 1'4 1BN/ST Disk drive by 
Darren Haraon. The aeeting adjourned at 9:30 P.N, 

Host aeabers had disbanded by 9:55 P.N. 


Ninutes of the SBACE ST S1G for August 19B7: 

Alan Haskell opened the aeeting at 3:00 P.N. at the 
regular meeting hall on Prairie Avenue. Seventeen aeabers and 
guests were in attendance. 

continued on page a 
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Many questions were answered during the RAH session and 
it was reported that 45 disks are now in the Public Doeain 
Library available to all eeebers. 

An additional announceaent was eade regarding the ATARI 
FAIRS to be held in Blendale the 19th and 20th of September. 
It will be at the saae site as last year's event which took 
place at 1401 North Verdugo Road, 

A deaonstration of Ray Roux's Picture Utility was given 
by Alan Haskell and then followed by a deaonstration of ARAKIS 
Beoaetry prograa and a 3D Graphing prograa froa START 
aagazine. Jia Brown showed his Randoa Lines deaonstration 
where the speed of DBAS l C was cospered to Coapiled 'C* —rather 
iapressive! 

The aeeting officially adjourned at 9:20 P.K., however 
aany stayed to copy prograas froa the PD library and exchange 
other information, 


Hi nates of the SBACE ST SIS for Septetber l?87i 

Alan Haskell opened the nesting at flmO P.M, at the 
regular aeeting hall on Prairie Avenue, twenty-three seeders 
and guests were in attendance, 

Many questions were answered during tne RAH session and 
it was reported that 5b disks are now in the Public Doeain 
Library available to all lenders, 

An additional announceaent was aade regarding the ATARI 
FA1RE that was held in Glendale the 19th and 20th of 
September, 51 retailers exhibiteo their wares at 1441 North 
Verdugo Road, The Mega STs are now available in Europe and 
soon to be available in the US, but not by Hail-Order, 'Newer 
tnfoiHid Cities already has thea in Stock), 

A deaonstration of Stoneage was presented by Eric 
Parkhiil which was followed by Alan Haskell's showing of ST 
Express Music Cartoon, Financial Cookbook, ST Tourla ST 
Tutorial for Baa) and a showing of Hove-it Aniaations on the 
View-lt Disk. Dan Uqnn had set up his Keyboard and 
Synthesizer Box and dazzled us ail with the capabilities of 
these systees. Pre-recorded ausic was played and then we were 
treated to a few melodies by Jerry Bransford, The range of 
sounds was positively iapressive! 

The aeeting officially adjourned at 9s 30 P.H., however 
aany stayed to copy prograas froa the PD library and exchange 
other information. 


PLEASE BRINS DENGS TO THE HEET1N6S-SHARE******** 
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l-MCDM 

<213) 320-4737 




ATTITYPE House Pads (9** 12' ) Blue or Srey I 6,99 

VERBATIM 5.5" diskettes (18 SSDB) $ 15.99 

VERBATIM 3.5- diskettes (18 DSDD) *19.99 

BONUS 3.5* diskettes HI DSDD) S IB. 99 

MAXELL 5.25* diskettes 111 SSDD) S 11.99 

MAXELL 5.25* diskettes (11 DSDD) I 12.99 

VERBATIM 5.25' diskettes (II DSDD) I 11.99 

PEN60 3.5' 58 diskette file w/lock * 12.99 

PENSQ 5.25* 108 diskette file w/lock * 12.99 

5URSE ALERT suppressor EHI/RFI w/lns daap cue .... * 15,99 

RIBBONS CALI 

PAPER CALL 


Htwfty JHOCbHT- zt's 

(k. Oo»e i uAioej&ia. 


I 
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Routines you can use: 
by Jnn Row* and Oil* Bryint 

San old Hiiigi at boot tin? 

Here it a thart source cod* pregra* that can b* mitbltd 
at an AUTORUN. SYS fill that Mill change that READY ••nag* to 
one at your own cheating. I hop* that toaa of the leaders In 
the club that are aore proficient in titetbly language Mill 
share their favorite routines with the reit of us. Either 
stand alone cade or routines that can be interfaced with BASIC 
Hill be Melcoee. 

10 jUSTIDtSBACE 
: 20 ; 

SO i ASM, , (D: AUTORUM. SYS 
« ( 

90 .OPT OBJ, HO LIST 
60 \ 

0100 t 

0110 ; OS Equatei 

0120 i 

0130 RUNAD = 1Q2EQ 
ICCOtt = *0342 
uuQ ICSTA * *0343 
0160 ICBAL * 10344 
0170 ICBAH * *0345 
0180 ICBLL * *0348 
0190 ICBLH * *0349 
0200 ICAU * *034A 
0210 ICA12 * *034B 
0220 C10V * 1E456 

0230 i 

0240 ; CIO Equates 

0250 i 

0260 OPEN = 3 
0270 SETREC * 5 
0280 SETBUF « 7 
0290 PUTREC a 9 
0300 PUTBUF * 11 
0310 CLOSE ■ 12 
0320 l 

0330 READ “ 4 
0340 WRITE * 8 
0380 CONS 1 * DO IF 
0390 | 

0400 i 

0410 i Prograa start 

'“*0 I 

t ** *4000 


0440 

i 




0450 

t 




0460 

INI T 




0470 

LDY 

4 < WELCOME ; Set aessagt 


0490 

LDA 

t >NELC0hE i and then 


0490 

JSR 

PRINT 

; print it. 


0500 

Bttt 

ERROR 

j If error 


0510 

JHP 

CON 

; no error 

j 

1 

0520 

j 



1 

0530 

1 



i 

0540 

PRINT 



i 

; 

0550 

LDI 

1100 

1 use editor 

i 

0560 

STA 

ICBAH, ( 

} asg. hi 

L 

0570 

TYA 


1 and low adr, 

f 

0580 

STA 

ICBAL, 1 



M90 

LDA 

IIFF 

1 buffer length 

i 

i 

0604 

STA 

ICBLL, I 

1 could be 

] 

0610 

STA 

ICBLH,! 

1 auch sealler 

f 

0620 

IDA 

1*09 

; putrec coeeand 

j 

0630 

STA 

ICCOH.i 

} goes here 

t 

0640 

JSR 

CIOV 

; tell CIOV 


0650 

RTS 


j ret. fro* sub. 

! 

0660 

ERROR LDY 1 <ERPSB j if error 

i 

0670 

LDA 

1 >ERNSE 

! ; get eessage 

1 

0680 

JSR 

PRINT 

i and print 

i 

0690 

CON LDA 

CONS 

1 Then wait for 

i 

i 

0700 

CNP 

46 

1 START key 


0710 

8NE 

CON 

i press 


0720 

RTS 


1 DOS 


0730 

WELCOME 

; . byte 

125,127,' Slid to ses you, 

Qrrm i 


1 j dear screen 6 tab once 

0740 .BYTE 29, 1 Please PRESS START ,*98 j print 1 do*n 

0750 ERNSS .BYTE 'Error has Ocurred! ' " ,196 

0760 t- RUNAD j lake it an 

0770 .WORD ENIT ; AUTORUN.SYS 

0780 .END 


Just changa the aesiage in line 730 to whatever you would! 
like to see on your aonitor at boot up. You can add a longer 
■essage if you like. Just reaeaber to terainate your jtessaqd 
with an EQL <*9B or deciaal 1551 character. The built try 
routine at *£456 (CIOV) takes care of sost of the work, tfd 
are using channel zero so hi don t have to xorry about the 
open and close routines for the 1QCG. i hope you expernentes 
with the display list exaeple and have created a feu of your! 
own. Me Hill try to give an exaaple of disk I/O in the future 
if the code can be kept short enough for the newsletter, 



Routines Vou Can Use 
by Jam Row and Dale Bryant 


Let ■■ say at the itart that lowona alia ihould ba doing 
this aariei of articles on aiiaably languagt, As I have juat 
recently started to learn aiiaably language l feel vary 
unqualified in trying to teach it to others. 1 knoe there are 
other eeeberi in SBACE who ihould be doing this series but 
soaehae they never get around to it. Ho* sad for the rest of 
us *ho have a constant desire to learn sore about the Atari 
faaily of coiputers. Another thing that saddens as is that 
those who have s*itched to the ST line seea to be users only 
and not prograaaers. This one fact has probably discouraged 
ae sore froa buying an ST than any other. Nhere is the BUI 
Nilkenson of the 16 bit Atari? 

Rest assured that the aiseebly language routines in this 
series sill not causa Hr. Mi lk in son to snitch his allegiance 
to the ST. If t gat in too deep 1 eill Just pester Hirk Price 
for the inieer, Hark has been a great help to ee in this ne« 
endsaver and I one hie sany thanks. 

Let's get on to the purpose of this article and write a 
little source code. If soee of you see ho* these routines 
could be tide better please cote forward and explain. 1 e not 
nearly as interested in ay ego as 1 as in squiring knowledge 
about assembly language. O.K., let's do a display list in 
asseebly. 


0100 

OHO 

0120 

0130 

0140 

0150 

0160 

0170 

0180 

0190 

0200 

0210 

0220 

0210 

0240 

0250 

0260 

0270 

0280 

0290 

0300 

0310 

0320 


.OPT OBJ , HO LIST 

SDLSTL 1 *0230 ) display list start address 

CQL0R0 * *02C4 } start of color registers 

C0H * *D01F | console keys: 0PT1 ON-SELECT-S I RRT 

a 

I 

a* *6000 


1 

LDA I tDLIST | Find address 
STA SDLSTL | low and 
LDA I >DL I ST | high and tell 
STA SDLSTL+I ; Antic 
LDX 14 ; Use the X-reg 

NEATO LDA COLOR , X j to load 
STA CQU3R0,X ; soee color 


DEI 

BNE NEATO 
CONS LDA CON 
CMP 16 
BNE CONS 
BRK 


1 till X 
I = :erO 
; Check console 
j for START key 
; no-then wait 
i if START-stop 


i 


ten 


Vol 


£> , No • 


0330 ; 
0340 ; 
0350 | 


0360 

DUST 



0370 

.BYTE 

*70, *70, *70 

|24 blank linn 

0380 

.BYTE 

*42 ) IKS 

plus Antic sods 

0390 

■ HURD 

DLTIT \ for 

our text 

0400 

.BYTE 

t70,*70,t06. 

i*70 j aori blank lines, one 




line 

0410 

• BYTE 

*70,*70,*70 

; blank lines 

0420 

.BYTE 

100, *02, *00 

; blanks and 

0430 

.BYTE 

*70,*70,t/0 

1 four 6r,0 lines 

0440 

.BYTE 

*02 ,*70, *70 

) finish the 

0450 

• BYTE 

*02, *70, *02 

; list 

0460 

.BYTE 

*41 | JuMP back 

0470 

.MORD 

DUST ; to tap 

0480 

i 



| 0490 

1 



0500 

f hers is 

thi tent to 

display 

0510 

i 



0520 

DLTIT 




0530 , SBYTE * Display List in Asseebly Language ‘ 

0540 .SBYTE 1 s_bace 

0550 .SBYTE 'Supporting the Novice 6 the Professional" 

0560 .SBYTE * Me TeaehsM* LearnsKe Share 

0570 .SBYTE * Atari 800-600X1- l3QXEl520SW040ST * 

0560 .SBYTE * Press START 

0590 } change soee colors-play with these 
0600 COLOR .BYTE *OO,*FF,tO3,*CF,tO0 
0610 .END 

Siaple enough, right? However, it's an easy way to dress 
up your program. Many variations can be used when creating 
' display lists. Blank lines, aued lodes, interrupts, etc. So 
on now, ex peri lent and have fun, You sight be surprised ho* 
enlightening experimentation can be. 
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I WAS A TEEN-AGE SYSOP 


By D. Mho 


i 


During tht sutler of 1997, string* and horrible 

experiaents took place at ay home. Aiful thing*, terrible 

thing*. Thing* to fray nervee, to eake tkin crawl, and to 
keep on* awake at night. 

1 btcaei a... sysop! 

A syitea operator (or sysop) i* a person who runs, at 
great personal expense and very little personal gain, a 
bulletin board systei (B9SI f roe his house. A BBS is 
saaething designed to take all your coeputer equipment away 
free you - you set your coeputer up with a prograe to accept 
outside calls over your aodet. 

The systea 1 ran (or rather, staggered) was the SWAMPS 
l South Mestsrn Atari Menage and Prograa Service, 

2 I 3- 124-0219) taken over fro* a friend of eine while he and 
his wife had a baby. 1 reeeebsr setting the beast up, excited 
and even looking forward to the weeks ahead. I was going to 
be a sysop! I could validate users and do the housekeeping 
and. i. Uh... And... Er... 

Aw, who cares? 1 have a B8B! Mow! [hat first day, 

11 giddy with the thrill of it all, l sat in front of the 
„,een, waiting for soaeone to rail. I waited and waited and 
waited. Then I waited sqm lore. 1 did a bit tori waiting 

until finally I decided to wait. After that, I yawned, thin 

did sail eon waiting. 

Boy, was this fun! 

Eventually, people did start to call. Usually, in the 
aiddle of the night. 1 knew they called in the aiddle of the 

night because when they connected the eodei gave a high 

pitched beep! Then ay drives ran for about half an hour... 
Srind, grind, whirr. 

Maybe this wain t going to be as fun as 1 had thought... 

The jay of losing ey coeputer to the BBS quickly becate 
the indifference of ay losing sleep to a noisy eodea which 
quickly becaee the horror of watching ay drives catch fire 
froa the heat of being on 24 hours a day. Mike, ey friend, 
called up and said, 'You eight want to keep a cooling fan on 
thee. Those older drives weren't designed to run that long.* 

Mhteper. 

After an afternoon of pure panic, 1 got the drives back up and 
the BBS was running again, Soon after the coiplaints started 
cosing in. People asking Hike to take back the BBS so that it 
could be in competent hands again, 1 paid 80 bucks to have a 
line installed for this? 

Appearently. I was detereined to iaprove though. Hike 
lj *ot saying that this was an acid-test for the B8S, if I could 
.die it, anybody could... 



Finally, after spending about two hours a day an the- 
silly thing for a week, the situation started to iaprove. !he- } 
eessage bases were running seoothly, the nueber of callers was; j 
picking up, people seeeed satisfied, 

This, of course, is just about the tiee the data disk 
chose to get a bad sector, 

For a BBS data disk to get a bad sector is the , 
appraxieate equivalent of a brick will suddenly appearing in ; 
front of a speeding car. Things rapidly went higgly-piggly. 

As 1 was attesting to straighten out the bad sector j 
■ess, 1 accidentally erased the eessage allocation eap, the j 
thing that tells the coeputer where each nessage is. This is j 
the equivalent of dropping seven tons of ceient blocks on top j 
of the car that hit the wall. 

w 

A i 1 recall, 1 serened a lot. 

The IBS was now a c Deplete less. I’ve seen explosion?- \ 
with lore organisation. 

And id I took the chickens way outs 1 reinstalled the 
BBS, I took evtrything and star tad over. This had only bet*:. \ 
done three tiwts before in the history of the SHARPS, in the 
three years of its existence, l did it after three weeks. 

And then i did it again, after l teased sip again. 

And then l did it again again. 

Three tiaes, That s got to be soae sort of record,,. 

finally, su weeks after i took the aonster over, Hike 
wanted it back. The price of call-forwarding all the cilia * 
froa his nuaber to line was higher than he had expected. 

I didn't object* i . 

When I first took the SHARPS, [ had vision of ay own BBS 
dancing in ay head when 1 gave Mike his board hack, L would ; 
set it up and run it and everything 1 It would be AT BBS, ; 
Though I did enjoy running the SHARPS (believe it or noti, I l 
realized now how auch work goes into it. I had always i 
respected sysops before, but l had never realized how auch 
they go through every day keeping those beasts up and running , 
so ayself and other users could call - for free, at that' 

When you call BBSs, be kind to the sysops, respect their j 
rules and give thee support, The life of a syste* operator i? 
not easy. 

And 1, personally, would rather have ay nose cut off th* 
run «y own BBS.,.. j 


l 

The alter: at and opinions in this Gazette are those o* , 
the individual author and do not necessarily reflect the! 
opinions of the South Bay Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts, The 
aaterial in this Gazette aay be copied by any other User group 
providing credit is given to the authors, 
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What's GNU 

by 

Dick Reeser 
IQctober 19871 

AI Kays to Lot Angelas, Donald f orbit (JACB-August 87). 
Exaeple of Search Strategies used in Artificial Intalliginca. 




A Pirallal Suit Interface for Your 1200IL, Sab Nooltey 
(SLCC Journal -Qctobir 87), A You-Buitd-lt Pirallal Bui* 
Inter fact for the 1200XL. 

Priier on File Trantfar Hethods, Stu Narcetlui IHACC 
Newel etter-Septeeber 87). Explanation and history oft ASCII, 
(NDOEH, KAODEA CflC, YNODEH, YHQDEM BATCH, It ZMODEN. 


Change Default! in Atariwiter Flua, Paul Alhart 
(HAMD-Auquit 87). A prograa to change the Slobel Setting! 
default* to efiat you daaire. 

*C froa Faecal or Baiic, Donald Forbai (JACS-Auguet 87). 
Tno prograae to convert Basic or Faecal prograa* into *C a 
prograa*. 

P1Q Controller, Bob Wool ley IPSAN-Auqust 37), A 
You-Suild-lt Parallel But* Interface for 1L/XE Computers. 


S.2S ST Floppy Ditk Drive, D. Lloyd (Nile Hl-Septeaber 
87), Hoe to use a standard UBA type) drive with an ST. 
Converiion instruction*, 

The Sraatist Hacker of All Tiee, Dave Seal 1 (Current 
Notei-Septeeber 87). Nikola Tesla using the Earth as a 
resonator for his Tesla Coil. 

Phitar, Sill Shaphard (OALACE -September 87). Favorable 
revieu of this hoae budgeting/accounting prograa. 


ST Diik Directorial, Unknown (CHADS/HAH* August 87). 
nuts and bolts explanation of ST dleki and ho* they are 
up. 


The 

eat 

BANTED; Atari Hr it er Cartridge 
Call Paul Karnafeld at 

(213) 431-3187 if you" ' 
have one for tale. 
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